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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John M. Kilcoyne on 10/17/2006. 

Please cancel claims 10, 13 and 17. 

Please amend claims 14-15 and add claim 18 as follows: 

1 8. (New) A visual decision tree device for identifying a wound care protocol for a 
given wound or wound prevention protocol appropriate for a given patient comprising: 

a mechanical device for identifying and displaying one of at least two decisions or 
visual decision trees based on one or more inputted wound factors according to a 
defined scale, 

wherein the visual decision tree device identifies at least one component of a 
treatment protocol for the graded wound factors; 

and wherein the mechanical device comprises at least one card on which the 
decisions or visual decision trees and values for a wound factor are printed; and 

a sleeve in which the card slides having at least two openings, the first opening 
alignable separately with separate wound factor values, and the second opening 
alignable with the distinct decisions on visual decision trees depending on the 
alignment with the first openings. 



Amend claims 14 and 15 as follows: 
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14. (Currently amended) The visual decision tree device of claim [[13]] 18 
wherein the card comprises markers corresponding to a defined scale for classifying 
the wound or patient. 

1 5. (Currently amended) The visual decision tree device of claim [[14]] 18 
wherein one or more cards shows a visual decision tree and wherein the housing 
comprises a view window through which one or more visual decision trees 
corresponding to the wound classification can be viewed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-8, 14-15, 16 and 18 are allowed. 

3. The present invention is directed to a visual decision tree which identifies a 
treatment protocol for a wound factor . The closest prior art are: 

Brill et al.(US 5,299,121) discloses "a system for use in pharmacies which uses 
customer inputs to assist the customer with the selection of the appropriate non- 
prescription medication to relieve symptoms of an illness, injury or the like" (col. 1, lines 
6-9). "The system comprises a personal computer with a keyboard, monitor and disk 
drive as input/output devices with appropriate programming for prompting a user to 
input information which is used by a knowledgebase to determine non-prescription 
medications which may be purchased by the consumer to relieve symptoms of injuries 
or illnesses covered by the knowledgebase" (col. 2, lines 33-39), 
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Publication titled, "Solutions Wound Care Algoritlinn Series" (Solutions) discloses 
for various nursing diagnoses such as impaired skin integrity, the corresponding 
assessments, nursing care goals, nursing action and expected outcome. 

Publication titled, "Impact of a decision tree on chronic wound care" discloses 
using a decision tree for decision making for chronic wound care. 

Anderson et al. (WO 03/084388 A2) discloses using a classification tree for 
detecting early detection of sepsis. 

With respect to independent claims 1 , and 16, The closest prior arts do not teach 
"classifying the wound factor or patient against a defined scale for a first wound 
factor, which is a defined wound factor or defined wound risk assessment factor 
to obtain a wound classification and grading the wound or patient against a 
defined scales for one or more second wound factors which are wound 
assessment factors or wound risk assessment factors; operating visual decision 
tree device to show a decision or visual decision tree corresponding to the 
wound classification or to a grade wound assessment factor" 

With respect to independent claim 18, The closest prior arts do not teach 
"at least one card on which the decisions or visual decision trees and values for 
a wound factor are printed; and a sleeve in which the card slides having at least 
two openings, the first opening alignable separately with separate wound factor 
values, and the second opening alignable with the distinct decisions on visual 
decision trees depending on the alignment with the first openings". 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Point of contact 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raquel Alvarez whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6715. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric w. Stamber can be reached on (571)272-6724. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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